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BRT vs Light Rail:

	Advantages of buses and rapid transit over light rail systems
	Advantages of light rail over buses and rapid transit
	How to best implement a BRT
	Notable deaths caused by light rail systems in the United States







The light rail system with the highest ridership is the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA) also known as the Metro. The Metro serves the Los Angeles metropolitan area, including the cities of Los Angeles, Long Beach, and Santa Monica, and covers an area of 1,433 square miles. As of 2019, the Metro had an average weekday ridership of over 500,000 passengers, making it the most heavily used light rail system in the United States.




The Metro began operations in 1990 with the opening of the Blue Line, which runs from downtown Los Angeles to Long Beach. Since then, the system has grown to include six lines: the Blue, Green, Gold, Red, Purple, and Expo Lines. The Metro also operates a number of bus lines, as well as the Orange Line bus rapid transit system.




One of the main reasons for the high ridership on the Metro is its extensive network of lines. The six light rail lines cover a total of 93 miles, with over 100 stations. This allows for easy access to a wide range of destinations, from downtown Los Angeles to the beach cities. The system also connects to other public transportation options, such as buses and trains, making it easy for riders to reach their final destinations.




Another factor contributing to the high ridership is the Metro’s frequent and reliable service. The system operates seven days a week, with trains running every 6-12 minutes during peak hours and every 12-20 minutes during off-peak hours. This allows for convenient travel for both commuters and non-commuters, as well as tourists. Additionally, the Metro has a strong focus on customer service, with staff available at stations to assist riders with any questions or concerns.




The Metro also has a number of initiatives in place to make the system more accessible and user-friendly. For example, the system offers a mobile app, which allows riders to plan their trips, purchase tickets, and receive real-time information about train arrivals and departures. The system also offers a number of discounts and programs for riders, such as a senior discount and a program for students. These initiatives make the system more affordable and accessible for a wide range of riders.




The Metro also plays a vital role in the Los Angeles community by providing transportation options to people who otherwise may not have access to transportation. The system serves many low-income communities and provides access to jobs, education, and other essential services. Additionally, the system has a strong focus on sustainability, with a goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote sustainable transportation options.




In conclusion, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA) or the Metro is the light rail system with the highest ridership in the United States. The system’s extensive network of lines, frequent and reliable service, and focus on customer service, accessibility, and sustainability make it an attractive option for riders in the Los Angeles metropolitan area. The system’s success serves as a model for other light rail systems around the country, and serves as a vital transportation option for the Los Angeles community.
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